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Alondras) 

 

 

Mother: Maria (57) 

Father: Raúl (55) 

Granddaughter: Kenia Renata (8) 

Grandson: Raúl Alexander (4) 

   

Maria was born in Zacatecas and Raúl in Mexico City.  They met each other when they 
were neighbors at one point and have now been together 36 years.  They migrated to Tijuana about 17 years ago 
in search of work and a better life. 

Granddaughter Kenia worries a lot about her grandparents and loves to take care of them. She is very intelligent 
and inquisitive. She wants to be a doctor. Raúl Alexander loves animals and likes to run around. He wants to be a 
construction worker and build houses.. 

Raúl and Maria both work as Uber drivers and earn around 2000 pesos per week ( $95). 

Raúl and Maria have custody of their grandchildren because their mother abandoned them after their father left. 
Their house is so small that Mariia sleeps in the house with the grandchildren and Raúl in a tent.  Maria suffers 
from diabetes and rheumatoid arthritis.  

In Maria and Raúl’s own words:  “We have to take turns working because we have no one to take care of the 
children. There are many fleas and ticks in the house, the floor is made of dirt, we have no light and the food is 
spoiled by the heat, we have to buy ice bags so that it does not get spoiled. 

We dream of a better house in order to provide a happier life for our grandchildren. A place that is more secure 
where we are able to sleep more peacefully. We are trying to get ahead but it is a daily struggle. The possibility of 
having a decent house is a true dream for us. 

May God bless you very much and we hope you can understand the difference you are making with what you do 
for us and others in need.. We thank you from the bottom of my heart because we are in great need. These times 
have been very difficult. We want to do better but we need your help, it would be a great relief to our family.” 
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